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Pastoral Letter - July / August 2022 
 

The Height of Summer 
 

The school year is drawing to a close and the summer holidays are fast 
approaching. It is that time of year again. As I write the sound of racket 
and ball (and grunting) from the tennis courts of Wimbledon can be 
heard. I could hear the roar of the Western Terrace as I visited Mark 
Pitten in Cardigan Road on Saturday afternoon as Test Match cricket 
was once again being played at Headingley. Glastonbury has recently 
taken place over the last weekend drawing a crowd of some 200,000 – 
mainly of the young and those still wanting to be young. People’s 
thoughts naturally turn to the prospect of family holidays and time 
away at this time of year and the church calendar becomes less busy 
during July and August. 
 
As we have seen recently in our studies in Mark’s gospel after the 
apostles had been sent out by Jesus to preach repentance, cast out 
demons and heal the sick when they returned to report back all that 
they had done and taught the Lord says to them “Come aside by 
yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while” (Mark 6:31). We all 
need time to rest, reflect and pray, and recharge our batteries. I trust 
that the Lord will enable us to do that in some measure over the 
summer period. It is interesting that for the apostles and the Lord their 
time of rest was cut short by the demands of the multitude who 
followed them (see Mark 6:33). We all need balance in our lives 
between the demands of work, family and church responsibilities. 
 
The needs of our world are very great and relentless. Even as I write 
there is increasing unrest in our own country about the rising cost of 
living and its impact on families and has led already to national rail 
strikes and barristers walking out and the threat of further disruption 
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and strikes amongst a number of groups including postal workers, 
doctors and teachers. The war in the Ukraine continues following the 
invasion by Russian forces on 24th February – 4 months in and the 
shelling and destruction continues with the bombing of a retail 
building recently where there were a 1,000 people or so inside. 
Millions have fled and become refugees, whole towns and cities have 
been devastated and laid to ruin and the conflict has impacted across 
the world with rising fuel and food prices. Human beings have the 
ability to inflict great misery on others – the gruesome discovery of 46 
bodies in a lorry in Texas reveals the wickedness of the human 
traffickers and their scant regard for human life. We see that too in the 
reaction to the US Supreme Court decision in the Roe v Wade case to 
overturn the 1973 decision and remove the constitutional right to an 
abortion across America. The outcry that has resulted is largely about 
the impact on the freedom of women to choose – little is being said 
about the rights of the unborn child to live!  
 
These are big issues and beyond us! But they demonstrate that we live 
in a fallen world where sin, greed and pride abound and where people 
largely do not fear or love God. It is clear to us that people need the 
grace of God otherwise they face the fearful prospect of the judgment 
when Christ returns. How wonderful to know that we have the gospel 
– the good news of Jesus Christ – to share with folk. This is where our 
hope and confidence lies – The Lord Jesus can make a difference by 
changing people’s hearts and bringing His truth and grace to us. The 
Lord Jesus alone can forgive sin through the cross and replace our 
sinfulness with His righteousness and reconcile us to a holy God, 
helping us to live different lives for His glory.  
 
What a joy it was recently to again hold the Bible Exhibition at the 
church (and at a school) and present the life of Jesus to around 330-
340 children and their teachers and helpers. We pray for lasting results 
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and continued good relations with local schools so we can have a 
positive impact and input into these young lives. 
 
We must pray that the Lord will bless all the outreach endeavours 
being undertaken over the summer including Beach Missions, Open Air 
preaching and summer camps. 
 
Whilst we may have a rest from our normal routines and activities for a 
while we should never rest from our responsibilities as servants of the 
living God. What was it that the Lord Jesus said to His disciples as 
recorded in Luke 9:23? “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”  
Discipleship involves discipline and a daily walk with God – every day of 
our Christian lives. The needs are very great – all around us – and we 
must pray, keep close to the Lord every day and be His servants and 
witnesses at all times – whether on holiday or not. May the Lord 
enable us to do so, with His help, to His praise and glory. 
 
Martin Sellens 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A Strawberry Tea 
to support the work of Caring For Life 

on Saturday 6th August from 2 to 5 pm 
 

at John & Elaine Snuggs’ home 
5 Kirkwood Rise, Cookridge 
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Bible Exhibition 
 

June 20th - 24th 2022 
 

A huge thank you to all who prayed for this year's Bible Exhibition. 
what a week we had in all ways. The weather was superb, and despite 
the heat we managed to keep the building cool and comfortable, a 
must to keep the attention of young ones. The level of attention and 
engagement from the children was so good, and from my place in the 
kitchen the mime went down a bomb each time judging from the 
clapping. 
Since we began in 2004 this was our 17th Exhibition (we missed 2 
because of Covid). We had 340 children coming through, plus teachers, 
teaching assistants and helpers, and this year we did "The Life of 
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Jesus". We had 7 sessions, each one lasting approximately 1½ hours. 
Douglas Young (from Open Air Mission) is our guide and he leads us 
round the colourful boards, teaching as he goes and every few minutes 
introducing one of our own people dressed as characters from the 
bible speaking their own story. All the characters were done well and 
the stunning armour of the centurion (Alan and Jonathan Brearley 
sharing this character) and the splendour of the high priest's costume 
(Nigel Hibbard) were very impressive and commanding!! 
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Half way through the session there is a break and the children file 
through into the lower extension room where juice drinks and biscuits 
are set out, they help themselves and take them back into the main 
hall where they eat their juice and drink their biscuit! 
This is where the din is overwhelming as up to sixty excited young ones 
chatter and let off steam before settling down for the second half. We 
offer coffee and eats to the members of staff which are usually 
enthusiastically enjoyed during the break. After some more teaching 
and hearing from another character the children move into small 
groups to practice a mime of a story they have already heard about in 
the Exhibition, helped by a character in costume, and this is always 
enthusiastically received by everyone else who has to guess which 
story they are depicting. At the end of the teaching session the 
children are given clip boards and pencils and do a quiz, walking round 
the boards themselves to gain answers. 
 
It is a lovely experience preparing for the schools to arrive and listening 
for the increasingly loud hum of chatter as they come round the corner 
walking to the church, and it’s a breath-taking privilege to see them 
being given so much teaching from the bible (fitting in with their 
school curriculum) in such a happy way. 
 
We had a new venture this year taking the Exhibition on the road to 
Adel St John's school for the two sessions on Friday. This worked very 
well. This year's other two schools - Holy Trinity and Holy Name are 
within walking distance to come to us and we were thankful not to 
have a drop of rain all week. 
 
All the staff of the schools were very appreciative and we noticed that 
many members of staff were new. We have made some good and 
friendly contacts. 
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We are already making plans for next year - "The Amazing Acts" (June 
2023). Please red ring this in your diary and aim to join the team in the 
variety of 'up front' or 'back room' jobs - so vital in this aspect of 
church life to benefit this generation of children. The harmony and 
purpose of team togetherness is so good - to say nothing of the staff 
lunches willingly provided by Anne Sellens, plus the fish and chip lunch 
together on the final day! 
 
Thank you for your prayers. Do pray as we go back into schools to 
present prizes for the quiz. 
 
Margaret Williams for the team (Martin, Alan, Jonathan, Nigel, Mavis, 
Rosemary, Jenny and Deborah) 
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Total dependency on God 
 

Why does it often take a crisis before we fully surrender 
our Lives To God? 

 
Problems in our relationships 
One of our children in trouble 
Real pressure at work 
A serious health issue 
 
Total surrender to God is not something that comes easily to us, 
especially if you are the kind of person who is "self-sufficient" and not 
reliant on others. After all, why bother trusting God when you can sort 
things out yourself without too much trouble? 
 
The apostle Paul, a man of no meagre ability, also struggled with total 
dependence upon God. The fact that he was the product of an 
enviable pedigree, possessed the equivalent of two or three Ph.D's, 
and had political connections that would be the envy of any power 
broker, made dependency upon God just that much more difficult. 
After all, if anyone could pull things off on their own, it was Paul. 
SO, GOD BROUGHT HIM TO THE BRINK. 
 
"We do not want you to be uninformed… about the hardship we 
suffered… We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to 
endure, so that we despaired even of life… Indeed, in our hearts we 
felt the sentence of death" 
 
TO TEACH HIM THE IMPORTANCE OF DEPENDENCY UPON GOD: 
"But this happened that we might not rely upon ourselves but on 
God… " (2 Corinthians 1 verses 8 & 9) 
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So, if you tend toward cool-headed self-reliance that pushes God to 
the edges of your daily life, hold on to your hat: 
Your loving Father is committed to arranging the circumstances in your 
world to get your attention, or to take you to the brink, if necessary: 
IN ORDER TO TEACH YOU "NOT TO RELY ON YOURSELF BUT ON GOD." 
 
Adapted from Facts of the Matter (submitted by Paul Crossley) 
 
 

Progress in Bible Translations 
 
The Bible Society recently reported that Bible Societies across the 
world in 2021 completed Scripture translations into 90 languages used 
by 794 million people – just over 10% of the world’s population. 
Despite a second year of disruption caused by Covid, 48 language 
groups – a total of 11 million people – received first Scripture 
translations where they were not previously available in those 
languages. First portions or additional portions of Scripture were also 
made available in another 37 languages across the world, including 
four in Guatemala, the most populous country in Central America. 
 
At the start of 2022 the full Bible was available in 719 languages 
spoken by 5.8 billion people, around 70% of those translated by Bible 
Societies. There is still much work to do. More than half of the world’s 
languages, used by 219 million people have no scripture at all, and 1.5 
billion people do not have the full Bible in their own tongue. The Bible 
Societies worldwide have the goal of completing a further 1,200 
Scripture translations by 2038 – of these 880 will be first translations. 
 
At present giving to The Bible Society in England and Wales is 
supporting translations of the Bible into more languages in Costa Rica 
and Guatemala and the translation of Scriptures and study Bibles in 
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African countries including Burkina Faso, Eritrea, Eswatini, Gabon, 
Mali, Nigeria, The Gambia and Togo.  
 
Let us pray for continued progress in the translation of the Scriptures 
into more languages so that many more people across the world can 
have access to God’s Word in their own native tongue. We need to 
pray for able and committed translators, wisdom in distribution, the 
resources to achieve all this and for the Spirit of God to work in many 
people through the latest translations of the Bible and draw people 
into the kingdom of God. 
 
“the Holy Scriptures…are able to make you wise for salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus” 2 Timothy 3 v 15  
 
“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” 1 
Corinthians 1 v18  
 
 Martin Sellens 
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Missionary Slot 
 
Blythswood Care recently sent a prayer letter in which they tell us of 2 
young people who went to their camps last Summer, they received 
letters from them saying how much their lives had changed after being 
on a camp, one is a 14 year old girl who found herself pulled in 
different directions, she wanted to pursue her interest in long distance 
running but her family considered it inappropriate,  Ten days at camp 
was a transforming experience, she writes:-  “This training changed my 
life, I truly thank God Almighty and the entire Life Through sports team 
for helping me to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour.” Her 
problem was not resolved but she came to a personal trust in the Lord 
Jesus. 
 
The second was an 8-year-old boy who discovered he likes climbing 
mountains which he had opportunity to do at camp. His camp leader 
writes: - “He climbed every mountain as if it was too easy for him and 
when others waited for older ones to go on to the summit, he chose to 
go all the way to the top. He is the youngest child we ever took to the 
summit of Mount Retezat which is nearly 2,500 feet.” He is now back 
at school motivated to learn and with a greater confidence in himself 
after experiencing the wonders of creation and learning about 
different species of plants. 
 
These two young folk benefitted from being with Christians in the 
outdoors and being able to run around and explore and have things 
explained to them, what a joy for them and also their families when 
they see the change that has taken place in their children.  We must 
pray on for all camps that will take place this summer. 
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Do pray particularly for the Summer Camps which Armenian Ministries 
are running this year – Andy Peace and his son Noah, from Yorkshire 
Camps, will be going to Armenia to help with one of their summer 
camps in early July as part of their partnership together.  
                                                                                                                                  
Mavis Mathers 
 
 

Finish Strong 
 
“I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the 
race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of 
testifying to the good news of God’s grace.” Acts 20:24 
READ Acts 20:17–24 

As I enter the final few minutes of my forty-minute workout, I can 
almost guarantee that my instructor will yell out, “Finish strong!” Every 
personal trainer or group fitness leader I’ve known uses the phrase a 
few minutes before cool down. They know that the end of the workout 
is just as important as showing up for it. And they know that the 
human body has a tendency to want to slow down or slack off when 
it’s been in motion for a while. 

The same is true in our journey with Jesus. Paul told the elders of the 
church at Ephesus that he needed to finish strong as he headed to 
Jerusalem, where he was certain to face more persecution as an 
apostle of Christ (Acts 20:17–24). Paul, however, was undeterred. He 
had a mission and that was to finish the journey he’d begun and to do 
what God called him to do. He had one job—to tell “the good news of 
God’s grace” (v. 24). And he wanted to finish strong. Even if hardship 
awaited him (v. 23), he continued to run towards his finish line—
focused and determined to remain steadfast in his journey. 
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Whether we’re exercising our physical muscles or working out our 
God-given abilities through actions, words, and deeds, we too can be 
encouraged by the reminder to finish strong. Don’t “become weary” 
(Galatians 6:9). Don’t give up. God will provide what you need to finish 
strong. 
 
Reflect & Pray 
What do you do when you get tired and feel like giving up? 
What’s the benefit of finishing strong? 
 
Help me keep going on this journey, Father. I want to finish strong so 
You get the glory for my life and journey. 
 
Adapted from Our Daily Bread (submitted by Paul Crossley) 
 

Outside Appointments 
Do pray for our men as they minister outside in the coming months 
as follows; 
Martin Sellens 
July 6th PM Bethel, New Wortley bible study 
 
Alan Brearley 
July 31st AM Bethel, New Wortley 
 
Paul Crossley 
July 3rd AM - Hebron, Altofts  
July 10th AM - Garforth 
July 31st PM - Pentecost Baptist 
Aug 7th AM - Hebron, Altofts 
Aug 14th AM - Garforth 
Aug 28th PM - Pentecost Baptist 
Sep 4th AM - Hebron, Altofts   
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Preaching Plan 
 

  Morning Evening 
May 3rd Martin sellens (com) Richard Brown 
 10th Mick Lockwood Martin Sellens 
 17th Alan Brearley Steve Harding 
 24th Gordon Robertson Martin Sellens 
 31st Martin Sellens Martin Sellens 
Aug 7th Martin Sellens Richard Brown (com) 
 17th Martin Sellens Gordon Frame 
 21st Martin Sellens Richard Brown 
 28th Alan Brearley Glyn Williams 
Sep 4th Richard Brown (com) Martin Sellens 
 
(com) = (Communion) 

  

Bible Studies 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm on Zoom 

 
July 6th Richard Brown Matthew 6 v 1-7 
 13th Paul Crossley Matthew 6 v 8-18 
 20th Martin Sellens Matthew 6 v 19-24 
 27th Glyn Williams Matthew 6 v 25-34 
Aug 3rd Martin Sellens Matthew 7 v 1-12 
 10th Glyn Williams Matthew 7 v 13-20 
 17th Martin Sellens Matthew 7 v 21-29 
 24th Deputation  
 31st Night of prayer  
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Diary  
 

Jul 7th  7.30pm Missionary prayer meeting at church 
 13th 1.15pm Last Tots Club before summer break 
 14th 1pm Thursday at Two summer special 
 15th 6pm Last Ketchup before summer break 
 18th Pm Mens fellowship afternoon out to saltaire – 

Meet at church at 1.30pm. return about 
5.30 – 6pm 

 19th 7.45pm Members meeting at church 
 28th 2pm Thursday at Two 
Aug 4th 7.30pm Missionary prayer meeting at church 
 11th 2pm Thursday at two 
 25th 1pm Thursday at Two food special 
Sep 6th 7.45pm Elder/Deacons (quarterly)at 26 Woodlands 

Avenue 
 8th 2pm Thursday at Two – Speaker Bill Scully 
 9th 6pm Ketchup Restarts after summer break 
 
There will be no Making and Thinking meetings for Ladies in July or 
August and no Mens Fellowship meeting in August. 
 
Chatterbox will continue to run weekly on a Tuesday through July 
and August but there will not be a meeting on the last two Tuesdays 
of August - 23rd and 30th.  Chatterbox will restart on Tuesday 
September 6th to celebrate its 1st birthday! 

 
Next Magazine 
The next edition of The Magazine will be for September / October – 
the deadline for the submission of items and contributions to Martin 
will be Sunday September 4th.  
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Rotas 

Cleaning 
Week Ending 
July 9th Jenny Leng, Eva Ng, Anne Sellens 
 16th Margaret Williams, Colette Hickman, Natalie Sellens 
 23rd Kathryn & Nigel Hibbard, Deborah Williams 
 30th Elaine & John Snuggs, Sue & Gordon Chell 
Aug 6th Angela Mathers, Christine Crossley, Rosemary Hilton 
 13th Jenny Leng, Eva Ng, Anne Sellens 
 20th Margaret Williams, Colette Hickman, Natalie Sellens 
 27th Kathryn & Nigel Hibbard, Deborah Williams 
Sep 3rd Elaine & John Snuggs, Sue & Gordon Chell 

 
Flowers 
For Sunday 
July 10th Anne Sellens 
 17th Carole Brearley 
 24th Deborah Williams 
 31st Mavis Mathers 
Aug 7th Rosemary Hilton 
 14th Eva Ng 
 21st Margaret Williams 
 28th Kathryn Hibbard 
Sep 4th Elaine Snuggs 

 

Advance Notice - The weekend of September 17th and 18th will be our Harvest 
weekend. On the Saturday will be our Harvest Supper - please invite contacts 
to join us, with our Harvest Services on the Sunday.   

The church will be open in the morning on the Saturday for the receipt of 
Harvest gifts for the display and for dividing between  

Caring for Life and St George's Crypt.  
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Diary of Services and Activities 

Sunday Sunday Morning Worship   10.30am 
Key Club (children aged 4-11)   10.30am 
Prayer Meeting    5.30pm 
Evening Worship    6.30pm 

 
A Communion Service is held every month alternating between morning and 

evening on the first Sunday of the month and follows on from the main Service. 
 
Tuesday Chatterbox      1.30pm 

Making and Thinking (for Ladies – monthly) 7.30pm 
Men’s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday – bimonthly) 7.30pm  

Wednesday  Tots Club (term time)    1.15pm 
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study (on Zoom) 7.30pm 

 
Thursday  Thursday at Two (seniors - fortnightly)  2.00pm 
 
Friday   Ketchup (Children aged 5-11 in term time)  6.00pm  
 

Tinshill Free Church 
Holly Avenue, Leeds LS16 6PL 
Registered Charity No. 511933 
www.tinshillfreechurch.org.uk 

 
Elder: 
Mr Martin Sellens, 68 Moseley Wood Walk, LS16 7HG 
Tel: 2679529 Email: martin.sellens@gmail.com 
 
Deacons: 
Mr Nigel Hibbard (Fabric) nk_hibbard@btinternet.com  
Mr Richard Brown (Secretary) tinshillchurchsecretary@gmail.com 
Mr Tim Hickman (Treasurer) tim_hickman_2000@hotmail.com 


