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Pastoral Letter – March/April 2022

Hope Springs Eternal

Welcome Back! It is about 2 years since the last edition of The Magazine.

In fact edition 337 was produced for April/May 2020 but came out after

we had entered into the first lockdown in late March 2020 so not many

people actually received a “hard” copy! A lot has happened since then but

here we are again – hope springs eternal!

Where does that expression come from?

The phrase is a shortening of the line “Hope springs eternal in every human

breast,” from Alexander Pope’s poem Essay on Man (1752). No matter

how bleak things become people always find a reason to hope. Without it

then the situation does become very grim indeed – hopeless, and that is

not a good place to be.

In the last week we have watched our TV screens and listened to the radio

about the unfolding events in Ukraine as Russian forces and troops cross

international borders on a number of fronts and head towards the capital,

Kyiv. For the Ukranian people the imminent threat has now become reality

and their worst nightmare has been realized. They are outgunned and being

besieged on every side. They are alone – lots of support in terms of

rhetoric and international condemnation of Russia and the imposition of

sanctions but little help in practical, physical terms on the ground as they

seek to fight and resist the superior Russian aggressors. It is a bleak prospect

and outlook with little hope in the short term. We must pray – especially

for Ukranian Christians who have stayed to see it out – that the Lord

would be with them to keep, strengthen and encourage them.

For the Christian we are never without hope. We always have hope. God

has given us hope. In terms of the spiritual gifts that the Lord Jesus has

given His church hope is one of the three greatest abiding gifts spoken of in

1 Corinthians 13 verse 13: “And now abide faith, hope, love, these three;

but the greatest of these is love”

Hope can sometimes be a vague thing though so we must be careful and

realistic here. For some hope is expressed as a desire of their heart, an




aspiration which they would love to come true but not based on much

substance. So many, speaking about loved ones who have passed away and

died, talk about them looking down on us now and at peace in heaven. But

that view is based on what they hope has happened and is often not based

on any evidence of faith or spiritual life in the one they are speaking about.

It is an aspiration, a desire. It ignores biblical truth and what God has said

and done in human history.

Christian hope, by contrast, is not based on our feelings or desires but on

God’s revealed truth in the Bible and the promises He has made to His

people. It is therefore reliable and certain. It does not depend on us – it

depends upon Him. How comforting that is – to know what we believe

and the One we believe and that what He has promised will happen. It is

not wishful thinking but based on solid reliable truth.

As we approach another Eastertime we can and must believe the historic

biblical record of the death, resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus

Christ. It is true. Christ died for our sins, was buried and rose again the

third day. Death has been defeated. The last enemy has been overcome.

Christ’s victory means that all those who believe in Him as their Saviour

and Lord will similarly rise from death to everlasting life. Indeed whilst our

body may physically die our soul will not and the promise of Scripture is

that the Christian will be taken directly into the presence of God to await

the redemption of the body. What glorious truths these are – solid,

reliable and certain. Christ knows those who are His – we are fully and

totally in His grip and that which He has achieved for us will come to pass.

We have Eternal hope in Christ. We can rely and rest on these great truths

– they spring up within us giving real joy. This is part of the “living

water” the Lord spoke to the Samaritan woman about at Jacob’s well in

Sychar recorded in John 4 verse 14: “ whoever drinks of the water that I

shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will

become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life”.

Hope springs eternal! Put another way Easter for the Christian reminds us

of foundational truths about our life and death and that within us, by

God’s grace, springs eternal hope of life with God after death because of

His death and resurrection.





“ But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus

Christ”. (1 Corinthians 15:57). Let us therefore live in the light of these

great truths and be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of

the Lord, knowing that our labours are not in vain in the Lord.

May you know grace, peace and eternal hope at this special season of Easter.

Martin Sellens

Jonathan Brearley – Baptism Testimony:

It has been a long road to this point with many

twists and turns, but I thank the Lord that I have

now reached the point of Baptism having repented

of my sins to our Lord Jesus Christ and asking

Him to be the Lord of my life.

As many here will know, I come from a Christian

family and attended Tinshill Free Church from my

childhood having returned from Africa where my

parents were missionaries. I learned much about

the Christian faith in a simple way while attending

Tinshill Free Church as a child over a number of years, but as I got older, I

began to drift away.

Ridicule that I experienced at times from friends locally and at school and

the desire to fit in with my overwhelmingly non-Christian peers, as well as

other factors, meant that I began to resent the trouble that being associated

with Church seemed to bring me. It wasn’t continuous but was enough to

affect me but I kept much of it to myself.

As I got into my early teens, I turned my back on the Church and began to

live how I wanted to live and so began my descent into problems and

troubles that living a worldly life inevitably leads to. I wanted to do things

that I saw others doing. I began smoking while at school which I managed

to hide from my parents for quite some time and misbehaved at times

which led to situations that my parents had to deal with.





I eventually finished my GCSEs at school and left a bit unsure of what to

do next. I was fed up with education but I enjoyed Art so I managed to get

a place at the Leeds College of Art & Design. I was there for a year or so

but again due to circumstances outside and involvement with girlfriends I

caused more problems for myself and my family, which in turn caused

problems with my ability to focus on the Art course and I soon dropped

out. Though I had turned my back on the Lord, He graciously and

mercifully had not turned His back on me although I did not realise it yet

nor even consider it. Now out of education and not working I was unsure

of what to do, and seemingly at a loss, I came across an advert in the paper

for an office junior at an Architects practice in Headingley which I applied

for and got – this was God’s providence and His provision without

question though I did not see it as that at the time. It was from this that a

long term secure job and career would come providing stability and

routine. If this had not happened at that time, I do not know what I would

have done next or where I could have ended up.

I continued over the years living how I wanted and as things became more

difficult at home due to my behaviour and how I was living, I moved out

and got a cheap house of my own in a difficult area. This was supposed to

be temporary as I hoped to move up the housing ladder and it was

convenient in terms of travel to my place of work which had moved into

Leeds, but it would cause me more problems resulting in me having to stay

there many years longer than anticipated due to the 2008/2009 financial

crisis and recession.

I continued associating and going out with non-Christian friends, drinking,

partying and generally living a worldly life with little thought for God or

what I had learned in my youth. That said, there was a little glimmer in the

back of my mind, seeds that had been sown faithfully through my

Christian upbringing and what I had learned at Tinshill Free Church. I

knew deep down that I was not living right. God was watching and had

His purposes in all the problems that I caused myself. He mercifully did

not give up on me and had long-term plans to draw me back to Himself.

Eventually things became very difficult where I lived with noisy neighbours

and antisocial behaviour being commonplace, leaving me little option but





to return home to my parents’ house. Graciously my parents saw my need

for help and welcomed me home despite it not being particularly

convenient for them at the time.

Seeing my parents’ continued strong faith and how they behaved on a daily

basis despite all that had happened in our lives gave me an appreciation for

them in a different way aside from them being my parents. I still hadn’t

changed in my thoughts towards God and our Lord Jesus Christ yet, but it

was probably the start of the change. During this time, I had gained a big

interest in politics and how the world works, why people behave as they do,

why the world is as it is with troubles, problems, scandals, wars and

poverty, all of which persist in different places and times without end.

I started attending Church again listening to God’s word and began

wanting to know more and more about the Lord Jesus Christ and what He

has done for us. After a while I started attending Bible Study on a

Wednesday and began to see that God’s word is unquestionably the truth,

how it connects seamlessly in a myriad of ways despite hundreds or

thousands of years between books and events. This was not a made-up

story, this was fact and as you read God’s word, it reads you. I read the

teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ during His ministry on earth, the

prophecies of His coming, how God must deal with sin and that trusting in

Jesus as Lord and Saviour through His death and resurrection was the only

way to have our sin dealt with.

I saw how those in the fellowship behaved, the kindness and concern for

one another, prayers for each other, their years of faithful following and

witness, I saw the light that Christ brings in them. I also saw the stark

contrast of God’s word and what is right in His sight to that of the world in

which we live, what it has to offer and its priorities. Without our Lord and

Saviour, as Solomon states in Ecclesiastes Chapter 1 verse 14: “I have seen

all the works that are done under the sun; and indeed, all is vanity and

grasping for the wind.”

Then, one amazing day, the Lord called me to repentance and faith, and I

had no resistance, I was convinced and convicted. It is as if the answer to

everything I questioned and wondered about dawned on me at once. I





prayed to Jesus that night repenting of the sins that I had committed

against Him and everyone throughout my life to that point. Immediately I

felt liberated, and a huge weight was lifted from my mind and being. The

world I saw now made much more sense as to why it was as it was–most

are in darkness; sin and its corrupting power abounds as it has from the Fall

and all are in need of the Lord Jesus Christ. Since my conversion I can say

that my faith and belief in Jesus as Messiah and His saving power through

the Cross and His precious blood has not wavered.

Still, it is a battle each day to resist sin and temptation, to resist fitting in

with the world and all its influences that we are bombarded with each day

because, as we know, the Evil one is always on the hunt as Peter says in 1

Peter Chapter 5 verse 8: “the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking

whom he may devour”.

I am seeking to walk with God daily and be consistent in my Christian life

while growing in the knowledge of God through His word and with His

help. I pray that God will give me understanding and that I will respond to

whatever God has planned for me to honour Him in my life.

I am not all of a sudden perfect now, but we are not left alone to face this

world, we have the Holy Spirit to comfort and guide us each day as Jesus

tells us Himself in John Chapter 14 verse 15 to 18: “If you love Me, keep

My commandments. And I will pray to the Father, and He will give you

another Helper, that He may abide with you forever — the Spirit of truth,

whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows

Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. I will

not leave you orphans; I will come to you.”

In closing–I thank the Lord for His great love, mercy, longsuffering, and

grace toward me, more than I could ever fully comprehend. I thank Him

for all that He has done for me on the Cross, for His death and resurrection

enabling me and us to be reconciled to God through Him. I can testify that

Jesus is indeed Lord, to the Praise, Honour and Glory of God the Father,

and to Whom every knee will bow.





Mabel and Dennis Simpson

Dennis passed away in hospital at

the beginning of 2020 having

caught Covid, and Mabel was

taken into hospital after a fall in

the care home where she had

been living when she became too

frail to care for herself. She also

caught Covid but, frail though

she was, survived it and returned

to the care home from where she

eventually went to be with her Lord on Christmas Eve 2021–to be with

the Saviour, God the Son, who first came into this world as a small baby

that first Christmas Eve, to die for Mabel’s sins.

Glyn first came across Mabel when he was visiting her mother, Lucy

Hathaway in hospital. Lucy had been coming to our Thursday at Two

meeting and in her nineties was taken into hospital. Mabel was there at the

bedside and the three chatted, Mabel mainly about Egypt (Mabel and

Dennis were well seasoned travellers!). Glyn read from the Bible and prayed

with Lucy and shortly after that Mabel began to attend Tinshill on her

own. She came regularly and trusted the Lord as her Saviour. She was

baptised and shortly afterwards came into membership on 4th February

1996 (26 years to the day of her funeral/thanksgiving service (4th February

2022)). On Mabel’s invitation Glyn began visiting Mabel and Dennis in

their home in Moseley Wood Gardens and this was the beginning of many

visits and long conversations on a Tuesday morning. Dennis loved

discussions and had clear opinions on most things. He was very happy to

have Glyn read the Bible and pray as Mabel requested. In their latter years

Dennis began to attend church with Mabel and did so until he was taken

suddenly into hospital. He had much opportunity to hear and respond to

the gospel and we must leave that with the Lord.

There was no funeral service for Dennis–he died at the beginning of the

busiest period of covid deaths with limited funeral arrangements and was





cremated quietly, so when Mabel died recently their son and daughter,

David and Lorraine, arranged a shared funeral/thanksgiving service at

Lawnswood and Glyn was able to take part in that service. The children

and grandchildren paid their own family tributes and we learned things,

especially about Mabel, not known to us before. She had been very active

with the Red Cross, with a local cancer hospital visitation scheme and other

voluntary works in the area. She was a strong minded, enterprising woman

through her years and had been an inspiration to, and was much loved by,

the younger generations in her family.

At Tinshill we have very fond memories of the time God gave us with them

both. Mabel showed courage and faith in different ways during her

membership at Tinshill and one way in particular we remember was her

willingness to rise to the challenge which Glyn set as Pastor, of as many

pairs of Christians as possible, after prayer, being willing to go out into the

local area on door to door visiting, making contact with people, offering

literature and seeing if the Lord gave openings for spiritual conversation or

a word of testimony. A ‘first timer’ was paired with someone with some

experience and first timer Mabel was ‘up for it’ and her partner was Carole

Brearley. Many ventured out in the strength of the Lord at that time in

Spring 1998 and faith was stretched and strengthened. We also remember

Mabel’s appreciation of any visits and help given, her gladness to make the

customary big batch of mince pies for Carols by Candlelight, her open

armed welcome and hugs, and her warm “hello darling” as her face lit up

with genuine pleasure when she saw you. We were also thankful for the

many opportunities given to share spiritual conversations with Dennis in

their home–always accompanied by tea in china cups and a batch of

freshly baked scones.

When Dennis died and Mabel was on her own at home, Chris Crossley

faithfully walked down to visit Mabel as a care worker when she was able

and broke the loneliness, sitting in the porch at the front while Mabel kept

warmer inside the hall. When Mabel finally had to go into the care home

Chris and Ruth Holder visited her, alternating weekly when they were

allowed to do so. We are so thankful they kept up the warm Tinshill

contact right to the end of Mabel’s life on this earth.





Mabel was so glad to see Dennis willing to speak of spiritual matters and

coming to church with her. She prayed for her family too and we extend

our sympathy to them and will continue to pray for them.

Glyn and Margaret Williams

Michael Davies

Mick Davies went to be with his Lord on Monday 28th February 2022

after a short, sharp battle with liver cancer. Many at Tinshill will not know

him as he lived in Leicester and in his latter years his and Sue’s visits to

Leeds to see our family were just for the day. Mick was married to my

cousin Sue (daughter of Pastor Harry Sutton–long standing Trustee of

Tinshill), and his role in Tinshill’s early history was a key one.

Mick was a builder by trade and became a Building Inspector for Leicester

City Council. He was deeply fond of the work at Tinshill. He worked and

worshipped at Bethel, Leicester and had seen the building of a large brick

church there from a small black

wooden hut–almost the same as

here at Tinshill.

He used his skills to design the

plans for our main church

building and sideroom here and

the photo shows the lovely day in

September 1980 when he and

Glyn ‘pegged out’ the land for

the foundations.

We consulted him many times about many things and his skills were gladly

and freely given. As well as being a much beloved member of our family he

was so dear for the way God had used him at Tinshill.

His personality and sense of humour lit up our lives and we have loads of

happy memories of our intertwined lives. Our two families had many

holidays together at the Bethel Family Camp in Talybont, North Wales.

Very near to the beach on a farm in beautiful countryside, the camp site





was a happy holiday venue for us together with up to 100 friends from

Bethel (it was also used for holidays for handicapped children from care

centres in Leicester too). Mick had a great ability to impersonate others in

humorous sketches from camp life and the last night concerts were very

memorable! You were left with an aching stomach into the next day.

It’s hard, isn’t it, when someone you love ‘goes’ but Oh, what thankful joy

to know he is with the Lord Jesus and lives, in joy and peace beyond

compare. Please pray for Sue, Timothy, Mark and Rebekah, and the wider

family, as they very suddenly have to get used to life without him.

Mick had a lovely clear tenor voice and was a keen member of the Leicester

Male Voice Gospel Choir. He loved singing gospel songs anywhere and

everywhere. He is now occupied and satisfied in the praises of his Saviour

in a higher realm.

Margaret Williams

The following was written by a young African pastor and tacked on the

wall of his house:

My Commitment as a Christian

I’m part of the fellowship of the unashamed. I have Holy Spirit power. The

die has been cast. I have stepped over the line. The decision has been made.

I’m a disciple of His. I won’t look back, let up, slow down, back away, or

be still.

My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, my future is secure. I’m

finished and done with low living, sight walking, small planning, smooth

knees, colorless dreams, tamed visions, mundane talking, cheap living, and

dwarfed goals.

I no longer need preeminence, prosperity, position, promotions, plaudits,

or popularity. I don’t have to be right, first, tops, recognized, praised,

regarded, or rewarded. I now live by faith, lean on His presence, walk by

patience, lift by prayer, and labor by power.

My face is set, my gait is fast, my goal is heaven, my road is narrow, my

way rough, my companions few, my guide reliable, my mission clear. I





cannot be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away, turned back,

deluded or delayed. I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the

presence of the adversary, negotiate at the table of the enemy, or ponder at

the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity.

I won’t give up, shut up, let up, until I have stayed up, stored up, prayed

up, paid up, preached up for the cause of Christ. I am a disciple of Jesus. I

must go till He comes, give till I drop, preach till all know, and work till

He stops me. And when He comes for His own, He will have no problems

recognizing me – my banner will be clear!

Facts of the Matter (submitted by Paul Crossley)

Brightness

The Sun shines through my windowpane.

Light, after darkness

And incessant rain.

My world is turned quite bright again.

God’s Son brings peace, when I’m in pain.

Joy, after sorrow,

Or when spirits wane.

My soul is turned to Him again.

Angela Mathers 2021

Pray for Christians and Missionaries in Ukraine

After lots of diplomacy Russian troops were deployed into Ukraine on

military operations on Thursday 24th February. As I write this the situation

is rapidly changing, Russian troops are on the outskirts of Kyiv and the

numbers of refugees streaming to safety to neighbouring countries is

constantly growing with long queues at the borders.

Over the past eight years the Slavic Gospel Association (SGA) has been

helping to finance relief efforts in the conflict zones in Luhansk and

Donetsk in Eastern Ukraine, providing bedding, thermal clothing, electric

heaters and some kitchen appliances. Now the conflict has spread, and the





need has greatly increased. SGA’s contribution to help our friends in the

Ukrainian churches address these developing critical circumstances will also

increase, as God supplies, to enable them to purchase the necessary relief

supplies, and care for those whose lives have been thrown into chaos by the

war. As the situation develops the Mission will monitor and address needs

and where possible supply additional financial and practical support.

At present in Ukraine, SGA is supporting 35 missionary families in their

Gospel ministry, some of these in areas where, until recently, the conflict

was most acute. Now the whole country is under threat, and we must

earnestly pray for the churches of Christ, that God will protect and provide

for His people.

It was very moving on Monday February 28th to join with 570 others on

Zoom in an SGA Special Prayer meeting for Ukraine. We heard directly

from Pastor Igor Bandura, Vice President of the Baptist Union of Ukraine

speaking to us from Lviv in Western Ukraine. He has relocated from Kyiv.

He spoke positively that the Church is knowing God’s blessing despite

great difficulty. Many churches are meeting in basements and many pastors

are staying put despite the most challenging of situations. Igor reminded us

that evil is temporary but God’s grace is eternal. The Russians were

expecting the conflict to last 2 days and already we are on day 5, 5,000

Russian soldiers have been killed and 25 Regional cities are still under

Ukrainian control. The Ukranians value greatly the prayers of God’s people

worldwide and feel that God is blessing and will be with them. They are

frightened but encouraged. Pastor Igor spoke about an orphanage in

Odessa where there are 60 children which SGA directly supports – they

are under great threat with shelling nearby and are looking for a window of

opportunity to evacuate the children to safety – it is not easy due to the

curfew in place plus fuel shortages for transport. Pastor Igor spoke about

the planning which has been made for the next couple of weeks for the

provision of places of safety and humanitarian aid. The situation is

desperate in some places with no electricity, water or medical supplies.

Christians in surrounding countries including Romania, Slovakia,

Moldova, Poland and Hungary have been welcoming and helpful to

refugees.





Hungarian Pastor Mark Cippos then spoke (supported by SGA) – he had

been at the border with Ukraine at the weekend and seen the humanitarian

crisis unfolding. Men are not being allowed to leave Ukraine as they must

stay and fight – Mark spoke of his tears as he saw families being torn apart.

SGA are making an initial payment of £90,000 to Ukraine and

surrounding countries including Moldova to get money directly where it is

needed to help deal with the humanitarian crisis which is happening now.

They have an appeal which you can give to. EMF have also recently

launched a Ukraine Emergency Appeal Fund to support Ukrainian

refugees. You can give directly or through the church, marking all gifts,

Ukraine and indicating if they are gift aided or not and the money will be

sent on via either SGA or EMF.

We must pray for Christians in Ukraine at this very difficult time and

especially for missionaries we are aware of in the Ukraine. Amongst these

are:

Igor and Galyna Barbanel in Odessa working for the International Mission

to Jewish People. Their youngest daughter, Susan, has just crossed the

border into Moldova with her family and are seeking a place to stay. Igor

and Galyna have decided to stay in Odessa to serve the Jewish community

there.

Vitalii and Livdmyla Mariaih in Kyiv working with European Missionary

Fellowship. Vitalii is academic dean of Kyiv Theological Seminary and

co-pastor of a church in Kyiv. They have two children.

Volodymyr and Oksana Kostyshyn in Ternopil, W Ukraine working with

European Missionary Fellowship. Volodymyr (Volodia) pastors the Grace

Baptist Church in Ternopil and teaches in the Ternopil Biblical Seminary.

They have two children and their eldest, Zechariah, has severe health

problems. Their church is located in a new building on the outskirts of the

city (population: 215,000) and they live on the first floor.

Martin Sellens





Armenian Ministries

The winter Connect newsletter is now available. Do pray for Michael,

Perouz and the team at Armenian Ministries. A particular prayer point is in

relation to the next container of aid which should be ready for shipment

from the UK in March/April this year – do pray that the Lord would

protect the container and its passage to Armenia.

City Missions

Across the country of the UK there are 20 City Missions including

Liverpool, Derby, Coventry, Brighton & Hove and Leeds. All of them

reach out to those in need in one way or another.  Many have food banks

and most have a place to meet up with people who maybe just need

someone to talk to or to listen to. Some have articles of clothing or bedding

that is needed. Please pray for these City Missions and the work they do

amongst the needy people we see all around us.

Mavis Mathers

Managing Our Gifts

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others”

1 Peter 4:10

READ 1 Peter 4:7–11
In 2013, British actor David Suchet was filming the final TV episodes as

Agatha Christie’s beloved Belgian detective Hercule Poirot — and also

starring in a stage play — when he took on “the biggest role in [his] life.”

Between those projects he recorded an audio version of the entire Bible,

from Genesis to Revelation — 752,702 words — over two hundred hours.

Suchet, who became a believer in Jesus after reading the book of Romans in

a Bible he found in a hotel room, called the project the fulfillment of “a

27-year-long ambition. I felt totally driven. I did so much research on every

part of it that I couldn’t wait to get going.” Then he donated his wages.

His recording remains an inspiring example of how to glorify God by





stewarding a gift, then sharing it. Peter urged such stewardship in his letter

to first-century believers. Persecuted for worshiping Jesus, not Caesar, they

were challenged to focus instead on living for God by nurturing their

spiritual gifts. “If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the

very words of God” (1 Peter 4:11). Like all gifts, we can develop them “so

that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.”

Suchet offered his talents to God. We can do the same. Whatever God has

given to you, manage it well for His glory.

From Our Daily Bread
(submitted by Paul Crossley)

Preaching Plan

Morning Evening

March 13 Richard Brown Martin Sellens (Baptismal)

20 Alan Brearley Ben Hutton

27 Martin Sellens Steve Harding (Hambleton)

April 3 Roger Fay (Ripon) Martin Sellens (Communion)

10 Jonathan Chell Jonathan Chell

17 Alan Brearley Martin Woodier (EASTER)

24 John Harris John Harris

May 1 Martin Sellens (Communon) Richard Brown

Outside appointments

Do pray for Paul Crossley as he ministers outside in the coming months as

follows:

March 13 am Garforth Evangelical

March 27 pm Pentecost Baptist

April 3 am Hebron, Altofts

April 10 am/pm Bethany, Swinton

April 24 pm Pentecost Baptist

April 27 pm Bethel, New Wortley Bible Study

May 1 am Hebron, Altofts





BIBLE STUDIES

Wednesdays at 7.30pm on Zoom

Date Speaker Passage

March 16 Glyn Williams 2 Timothy 2 v 14-26

23 Paul Crossley 2 Timothy 3

30 Richard Brown 2 Timothy 4

April 6 Martin Sellens John 19 v 1-16

13 Richard Brown John 19 v 17- 30

20 Martin Sellens John 19 v 31- 42

27 Alan Brearley John 20 v 1- 18

May 4 Martin Sellens John 20 v 19- 31

DIARY
March
Tue 15 7.30pm Elder/Deacons Meeting

Thu 24 2pm Thursday at Two Speaker: Colin Mountain

Fri 25 am What is Easter all about? – with local schools

Sat 26 Clocks go forward 1 hour –

Start of British Summer Time

Tue 29 7.30pm Making and Thinking for Ladies – Spring Crafts

at church

April

Thu 7 1pm Thursday at Two Easter Special – Meal

Sun 10 2.30pm Cookridge Court Easter Service

Fri 15 7.30pm Good Friday Service with communion

Tue 19 7.30pm Men’s Fellowship at church

Thu 21 2pm Thursday at Two

Tue 26 7.30pm Making and Thinking for Ladies – Bible Study

Events on a Mountain – David and the census

May

Tue 2 7.30pm Elder/Deacons Meeting (Quarterly)





Thu 5 am/pm Church open as a Polling Station for local Elections

2pm Thursday at Two

The Open Air Mission have their Yorkshire Outreach for 2022 in the week

Saturday 30th April to Friday 6th May and are being hosted at Garforth

Evangelical Church. They plan to be preaching and witnessing in the

centres of Barnsley, Huddersfield, Leeds, Wakefield and York during the

week.

We are planning to hold a Bible Exhibition this year for local schools after

2 years when we could not hold one due to the impact of the virus. The

Exhibition is planned for the week starting Monday June 20th and Douglas

Young from the Open Air Mission will be with us for the week. Local

schools are already asking about it which is very encouraging so please do

pray for it and get involved.

Fellowship News

We were sad to hear recently that Eric Todd had passed away, aged 95. Eric

had moved north to be with family in Northumberland but was a regular

attender at our Sunday morning service before a prolonged period of

illness. We will miss him. The funeral service is on Wednesday March 16th

in Newcastle and Martin and Anne are intending to go.

Do pray for those who have been in hospital recently. Mark Pitten is

currently in Ward J7 of The Gledhow Wing at St James as decisions are

made about how best to care for Mark in future given the weakness in his

legs. Christine Blayney has recently returned home after a lengthy spell in

hospital with Covid and pneumonia — do pray for her complete recovery.

There is encouraging news about Darren and Jing Barber. The date for

Jing’s USA’s visa interview has finally been fixed – Monday April 18th at

the consulate in Guangzhou – a two hour flight from her city Xian. Please

pray! Jing has been asked to do some temporary English teaching at the

school where she is working with 15/16 year old pupils – she is taking 3,

70 minute lessons 5 days a week! There is a real answer to prayer for Darren

as he won’t be working nights anymore and doing the harder work. He has

been transferred to another closer store, where he will be filling online





orders for pickup, which will be much easier. He is still applying for

teaching and other jobs.

Do continue to pray for those who are unwell in the fellowship –

particularly those with long term illness and issues.

All the paperwork for the church’s application to become a new charity

(CIO) has now been submitted to our solicitors so do pray that the process

will be successfully completed as it is submitted to The Charity

Commission. In the meantime we continue to look to the Lord to lead and

guide us as we seek a new Pastor.

Next Magazine

The next edition of The Magazine will be for May/June.

The deadline for the submission of items and contributions to Martin will

be Sunday April 24th.

ROTAS

Week Ending Cleaning

March 12 John & Elaine Snuggs Gordon & Sue Chell

19 Angela Mathers Chris Crossley Rosemary Hilton

26 Jenny Leng Eva Ng Anne Sellens

April 2 Margaret Williams Colette Hickman Natalie Sellens

9 Nigel & Kathryn Hibbard Deborah Williams

16 John & Elaine Snuggs Gordon & Sue Chell

23 Angela Mathers Chris Crossley Rosemary Hilton

30 Jenny Leng Eva Ng Anne Sellens

May 7 Margaret Williams Colette Hickman Natalie Sellens

For Sunday Flowers

March 13 Sue Chell 20 Chris Crossley

27 Eva Ng April 3 Carole Brearley

10 Deborah Williams 17 Mavis Mathers

24 Rosemary Hilton May 1 Anne Sellens





Diary of Services and Activities

Sunday Morning Worship 10.30am
Key Club (Children aged 4-11) 10.30am
Prayer Meeting 5.30pm
Evening Worship 6.30pm

A Communion Service is held on the first Sunday of
each month, alternating between morning and
evening following on from the main service

Tuesday Chatterbox .pm

Making and Thinking (for ladies – monthly) .pm
venue as announced

Men’s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday monthly) .pm

Wednesday Tots Club (term-time) .pm

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study (on Zoom) .pm

Thursday Thursday at Two (senior citizens – fortnightly) .pm

Friday Ketchup (Children aged 5-11 – in term time) .pm
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